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rectly, if the lord of that heart is Ravana, the correct repetition of
Rama's name will be recorded in one's debit column,

Tulsidas did not sing the glory of Ramanama for the benefit
of the hypocrite who "has Rama's name on his lips and a knife
under his arm". His wise calculations will go wrong, while the
seeming errors of the man who has installed Rama in his heart
will succeed. Rama alone can repair one's fortunes and so the
poet Surdas1, lover of God, sings:

Who will repair my fortunes?

O who else but Rama?

Everyone is a friend of his on whom good fortune smiles,

None of his whom fortune has forsaken.

The reader, therefore, should understand clearly that
Ramanama is a matter of the heart. Where speech and the mind
are not in harmony with each other, mere speech is falsehood,
no more than pretence or play of words. Such chanting may well
deceive the world, but can Rama who dwells in man's heart be
deceived? Hanuman2 broke open the beads in the necklace which
Sita gave him as a gift, wanting to see whether they were inscribed
with Rama's name. Some courtiers who thought themselves
wise asked him why he showed disrespect to Sita's necklace.
Hanuman's reply was that, if the beads were not inscribed with
Rama's name inside, then every necklace given to him by Sita
was a burden to him. The wise courtiers thereupon smilingly
asked him if Rama's name was inscribed in his heart. Hanu-
man drew out his knife and, cutting open his chest, said: "Now
look inside. Tell me if you see anything else there except Rama's
name," The courtiers felt ashamed. Flowers rained on Hanuman
from the sky, and from that day Hanuman's name is always in-
voked when Rama's story is recited.

This may be only a legend or a dramatist's invention. Its
moral is valid for all time: only that which is in one's heart is
true,

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 17-5-1925

1 A medieval Hindi poet

2 The Vanara-hero in the Ramayana; humble and devoted servant of Rama